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The primary interest in mental disorders was the
practical desire to ameliorate the condition of the suf-
ferer, and the observations in this field were accordingly
made by that fraction of the medical profession that
devoted itself to the specialty of nervous and mental
diseases. That was true at the beginning, and is true
in the main today, though we find a certain number of
professed psychologists taking a hand in the direct study
of abnormal mental conditions. In the main, pathologi-
cal psychology has developed rather independently of
general psychology, and has made only a perfunctory
use of it. The psychiatrists have adopted some of its
phraseology, and endeavored to classify abnormal men-
tal conditions under psychological headings, but they
have, as a whole, remained surprisingly out of touch
with what was being accomplished by the students of
normal psychology. Perhaps it would be fairer to say
that they found little to their purpose in the text books
of normal psychology, and so, after making it a bow of
recognition, went about their own business in their own
way. On their side, the professed psychologists have
usually felt themselves rather out of touch with psycho-
pathology. They have recognized the great mass of
facts accumulated on the subject of abnormal mentality,
but have not themselves had a direct enough knowledge
of those facts to warrant their attempting to system-
atize them, while they have regarded with some scepti-
cism the generalizations and theories of physicians re-
garding the psychology of abnormal conditions. It is
time, without doubt, that these two lines of psychologi-
cal investigation came more completely into touch with
each other. The difficulty is for either party to find